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Vasilis Kostakis

Vasilis Kostakis's activities align closely with the Michael Dower Award's focus on rural resilience
and community empowerment through innovative, sustainable approaches. His work on
cosmolocalism connects local communities in Europe and beyond with global knowledge
commons, enabling tailored solutions to rural challenges. Within Greece, his activities are based
mainly in the Epirus Region.

Vasilis's research on commons-based initiatives strengthens local empowerment by promoting
open-source technologies and collaborative practices. His work on energy democracy, particularly
through the CommonEn energy cooperative, contributes to both ecological resilience and local
economic autonomy. His participatory action research methods ensure active community
involvement in developing solutions, echoing the award's emphasis on community participation.

Vasilis's science communication efforts through TheOtherSchool.art project help disseminate
knowledge about alternative economic and social models, supporting the award's goal of sharing
experiences across rural Europe.

Vasilis’s activities are broad-ranging. Tzoumakers, a rural Greek makerspace, empowers farmers
to collaboratively design and build open-source agricultural tools, addressing local needs while
contributing to global commons. Vasilis's cosmolocalism research shows how rural communities
can use global resources for local resilience, fostering autonomy and interconnectedness, and the
P2P Lab research cooperative conducts participatory action research in rural areas, involving
communities in developing innovative solutions. His involvement in open-source agriculture
initiatives, such as Farm Hack and L'Atelier Paysan shows commitment to sharing knowledge
across rural communities.

Through initiatives like Tzoumakers and CommonEn, Vasilis empowers rural communities to
develop sustainable, locally-tailored solutions using global knowledge commons. His
cosmolocalism concept bridges local needs with global resources, fostering both autonomy and
interconnectedness. His participatory research approach ensures community involvement in
problem-solving, while his efforts in open-source agriculture and energy democracy promote
environmental sustainability and economic self-reliance.

Vasilis has been nominated on the basis of all of these achievements for the first edition of the
MDA in the individual category.



